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EDITORIAL. 


THE "WORTH OF TRUTH. 
«© Buy the truth and 8ell it not. '—PRov. xxiii : 23. 


How can it be lawful to buy that which it is not 
lawful tosell? Iu our text we are commanded to 
buy the truth ; but we are forbidden to ell it. 
Reply: it 8eems proper to call that a purchase to 
obtain which we must part with s8omething ; but 
it does not fullow that wn one receives that some- 
thing which we part with, as a colpensation for 
what we obtain at 8uch expense. 

In the gospel we are informed that we are not 
our owns, bas. tht we are. bought with a price. 
This purchase was made by him who loved us, 
aud gave himself for us, We are iuformed like- 
wise, that the mediator gave himself a ransom for 
all men. But we are not informed that any one 
received Jegus as a compensation for this pur- 
chase, The true meaning seems to be this; in 
order to deliver mankind from. sin and from its 
woes, from moral darkness aud its dire bondage, 
from superstition and its evils, he found it neces- 
8ary to throw himelf into the very jaws of that 
voracious monster, which sin, darkness and super- 
Stition constituted. But there was no one with 


— 


whom the Redeemer of man negociated this pur-/ 


chase; no one received what he gave for our re- 
SO, as a cumpensation or as an equivolent 
or us, 

Our orators, in their -orations on the birth-day 
of our nations independence, frequently urge the 
blood and treasure expended in obtaining our. in- 
dependence, as the price thereof. . But these do 
not mean, thereby that the power, against which 
ve contended, received this blood, a azar as 
an equiyolent for the colonies whose indepen- 
dence it was compelled to acknowl > |ge. 

These instances_ are brought to show that a 
thing may be bough 008 | 


in fact no one receives it as an equiy- 
Our next [egy 8ecks to ascertain what we 
muzt part with, and what expense we must incur 
in order to possess ourselycs of divine trath, This 
depe nds on circumstances, It has been 80 that, a 
man, in order to obtain this precious treasure, had 


, and that the price may be 


to part, with worldly riches. A young man de- 
manded of -the Savior what good thing he Should | 


do that he might inherit eternal life. This eter- 
nal life is the same as truth. Jesns referred him 
2? commandments, He replied; * all these, 
have I kept from my youth up; what lack I yet ? 
e8us answered; © Go sell all that thou hast, and 
81ve to the poor; and come and follow me; and 
thou 8halt have treasures in heaven, Was this 
young man Able to buy the truth? No; was he 
too poor to make the purctiiab 7 No; he was too 


| 
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rich, *He went away sorrowful, for he had great 
riches. If he had been as poor as was Peter, 
Jaines, or John, who were fishermen, it would 
have been easy for him to forsake all and to follow 
Christ. | 

The reader may think that Jesus made his 
terms immeasurably hard; and that if he had used 
prudence he might have 80 ntanaged this case as 
to have had a rich disciple, one who could have 
inade-him quite comfortable, and could have also 
assisted his other disciples who were poor. But 
in room of doing thus, he ordered the wealthy 
young man to go and sell all he had, and to give 
it to the poor. It seems that he might have known 
that a proposal, which sat all prudence at defiance, 
would be rejected. 

In answer to such arguments we 8ay that Jesus, 
in that wisdom which is from above, had adopted 
a plan of operations which was entirely different 
from any scheme ever contrived by the wisdom-of 
this world. He told his disciples, *If any man 
loved father, or mother, wite or children, house or 
lands more than him, he was not worthy of him. 
Such was the nature of the enterprize in which he 
was engaged, that it absolutely required that tho:-: 
who were engaged 1 it should prize -it above all 
earthly riches, above the nearest and dearest con- 
nections in life, and even above life itself. Well 
did Jesus know, that to withstand the formidable 
opposition, which would be exerted against him 
and his cause, the hearts of his disciples must be 
imbued with a love stronger than the love of 
worldly riches, stronger than the love of worldly 
honor, stronger than the love of consanguinity, 
yea 8tronger than the love of life itself; for he 
knew that all these must, in numerous instances, 
be yielded up in its 8upport and defence. Such 
were the expenses of truth i those days, and at 
such cost thousands were induced to make the pur- 
chase. Among the many who thus laid up their 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
could corrupt, nor thieves break through and 
steal, was the great apostle Paul. Before he 
bonght the truth, he was in possession of all the 
honors and emunities which was secured by a lib- 
eral education, by a religious proſession, in the 
bosom of a church of commanding influence, whose 
doctors and priests exercised a control over all 
earthly things belonging to its votaries ; whose 
smiles were liſe, and whose frowns were death. 
But all this he gladly and cheerfully yielded up for 
that which he estimated infinitely more valuable. 
We have his account of this favorable purchase in 
his epistle to the Philippians chap. 3, *If any oth- 
er-man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 
trust in the flesh, I more ; circumcised the eighth 
day, of the stock of Israe], of the tribe of Benja- 
min, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touching the 
law a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the 
church ; touching the righteousness which 1s in 
the law, blameless. But. what things were gain 
to me, them I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubt- 
less, and I couut all things but loss for the excel- 
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lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for” whom I have suftered the loss of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 
and be found. in him, not having mine own righte- 
ousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith; that-I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fellow- 
ship of his sufferings, being made conformable 
unto his death.” 

In different ages and in different countries the 
price of truth has varied in a manner correspond- 
ing with the varying degrees of moral darkness, 
superstition, and the spirit and power of persecu- 
tion; and always according to the possessions 
which individuals are obliged to part with in order 
to obtain it. 

In those establishments of spiritual wickeduess 
in. high places, where ecclesiastical power and 
influence hold the human mind in the chains of 
creeds and formularies, even in our times and .in 
our country. of boasted liberty, truth finds a dull 
market. To resign the honors of a theological 
institution, to be frowned upon by spiritual guides, 
and eyen persecuted by clerical tongues and pens, 
to be called impious infidels, and to be frowned 
from the whole religious commnnity, where child- 
hood and youth have contracted a thousand ties, 
and raised as many flattering hopes, is an expense 
which few, very few are willing to incur. 'The 
few who have had the courage to meet these ex- 
penses have found, as did the apostle, that their 
-\rgain has been more advantageous than they 
anticipated. 'They now look back on those things, 
which they once considered as great possessions, 
treasures of immense value, as dear to their 
hearts as life, and view them entirely worthless 
10 comparison with the excellency of divine truth. 

That we may reflect light on the subject, and 
that without passing any Lirect CenSUre ON any re- 

Iigioug denomination, we will suppose that divine 
truth is taught at the theological institution at 
Cambridge ; that there, it shines in its native 
brightness, and skeds its benign rays on the pupils 
of that school. Having supposed this, let us again 
8uppose that those doctors who manage that es- 
tablishment, feeling a pure devotion to this holy 
divinity, and an ardent zeal to promote its interest 
and influence, and to put others in possession of a 
treasure 80 immense and precious, make an ayow- 
ed effort to favor both the doctors and students at 
Andover with its holy light and benign comforts; 
would they find many there who would be willing 
to buy the truth? Would any of the profossors 
of that institution be willing to give up their stand- 
ing in the ranks of reputed orthodoxy, relinquish 
their 8uwptuous livings, incur the vehement cen- 
snres which would no longer slumber in the vials 
of holy wrath, where. they are in large quantities, 
stored up against the day of wrath ; and embrace 
a doctrine which they have long execrated as the 
vilest heresy, and loded with the blighting epithet 
of infidelity ? Such instances, we think, would be 
rare. If we turn our eyes toward the hopeful 
young men who are there preparing for the min- 
istry, whose parents have placed them there in 
hope of their future usefulness and respectability ; 
in hope that their ſuture labors will eontribute 
largely to the building up of the cause of ortho- 
doxy, and to. the pulling down . of unitarianism, 
$hall we find among them mavy who are in a situa- 
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tion to buy the truth ? We doubt it. In thiscase, 

truth would be too expensive to" find- many pur- 
chasers. Those estudents have prospects before 
them and circumstances around them, the former 
80 bright and the latter 80 strong, that they cannct 
think of the expense of relinquishing the one or 
of breaking the other to possess themselves of 
that, of the value of which they have little or no 
conception. 

If we reyerse the case and suppose that the true 
divinity is at Andover, can we believe that the 
agents of that institution, should they attempt to 
accommodate the professors and studgnts at Cam- 
bridge with the heavenly treasure of truth divine, 
would find many there who are poor enough to 
buy the truth? We think not. They who are 
there are rich and increased- in goods ; and loye 
their treasures too well to barter them for what 
they have long esteemed of no yalue, 

We may again 8uppose that it has pleased the 
Father of our spirits, in his infinite wisdom, to 
| hide truth from the wise and the prudent, who are 
the pillars of both their schools, and of course 
from those students who are led by them, and has 
revealed it to men who are reputed as mere babes 
in literature and science ; where is it most likely 
these humble believers in the truth can find those 
who will buy it? Will the learned clergy, who 
are establiched on creeds composed by doc- 
tors venerable for their piety and celebrated for 
their deep and extensive learning, who have been 
taught those creeds from their childhood, and rey- 
ereuce them as the only true divinity, be in a situ- 
ation which wHll render it convenient for them to 
buy the truth ? Will many of them give up their 
Standing and yield the honors of their respectable 
denominations, and take in exchange a doctrine 
which they have long condemned, bo hon: which 
they have spoken many hard things? When Je- 
8us preached, when truth divine came forth from 
his lips like a living stream, were the doctors of : 
the law, the priests and scribes of Israel in a suit- 
able condition, and of a ready mind to buy it? 
No. All that they held dear to themselves, forbid 
their making s8uch a purchase. But the common 
people heard Jesus gladly ; they bear him witnes 
and wondered at the gracious words which pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth. It was not because the 
priests, the doctors, the lawyers, the scribes and 
| pharisees, and the rulers of the Jews were by ns- 
ture, more opposed to truth than the common peo- 
ple, and euch as were called publicans and sinners, 
that they did not as readily forsake all and receive 
it ; but because the sacrifices which they mus | 
have made were vastly greater than those made 
who among publicans and sinners became the dis- 
ciples of Jesus. 

Among us in our times, there are but a few | 
who can buy the truth without parting with many 
things very dear to them. Being brought up by 
kid ab ectionate parents, andby them educat- | 
ed in doctrines which have no higher origin than 
human inventions, youth, and those of riper years, 
find their attachments too strong to be easily bro- | 
ken, Their habits of going to church with ther 
connections and fri and uniting in the holy 
ordinances of the sanctuary with them, together 
with other things too numerous to be mentioned, 
ul ery Pr died them to the jraditions Ll -_ 

er; too many instances bring them I . 
to the deplorable conMjou of those of old iv b, 
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whom Stephen spake as follows: * Ye stiff-necked, 
* and uncircumeised in heart and ears, ye do always 
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, 80 do 

e.! There can be no rational doubt but many 
who are confident that their fathers were truly p1i- 
ous and righteous in their generation, and who 
are zealous of their traditions, do now ignorantly 
oppose the truth, and are as egregiously wrong 
as was Saul when he verily thought that he ought 
contrary to the name of Jesus. 
Will 8uch e buy the truth? No; for they 
are now confident that they have it in their pos- 
gession ; and they look on others with a mixture 
of compassion and indignation because th2y are 
destitate of it. To 8uch the Savior saith; * If the 
light that is in you be darkness, how great is that 
darkness ! | 

These reflections and thoughts seem to lead to 
the query how we are to know truth from error. 
To answer this inquiry we might take a wide 
range; we might point out a variety of criterions by 
which it might be safe to decide it; but it 8eems 
better to mention one infallible rule the due ob- 
8ervance of which will never mislead us, but will 
without fail conduct to a correct conclusion. 'The 
rule is this: he who imbibes falsehood will always 
in one way or another, manifest « spirit of perse- 
cation ; but divine truth is that wisdom which is 
from above, which is full of mercy and good fruits, 
This rule is founded in the very nature of things, 
and is clearly laid down by St. Paul, who said, 
(He that was born after the flesh persecuted him 
who was born after the spirit, even 80 it is at this 
day..' Whosoever pretends to offer us divine 
truth, and threatens us with any 8pecies of ven- 
geance if we do not accept it, is himself destitute 
of what he offers; for truth scorns to be proposed 
on any other conditions than 8uch as she furnishes 
by the convincing evidence - of her divinity, her 
beauty, her loveliness and worth. 

Before we close these hints, it 8eems proper to 
observe, that our text not only directs us to buy the 
truth, but cautionsly charges us not to sell it. All 
those things which have been pointed out as cal- 
culated to embarrass or prevent our buying the 
truth, will with the assistance of many more, ex- 
ert all their possible influence to induce us to part 
with the truth if we have it. In 8ome eases world- 
ly riches will insist that we had better' give up 
truth for their "enjoyments. If 'we eseape from! 
this temptation, worlMly honor and popularity will | 
present their flattering persuasions. If we are' 
not now overcome, fathers, mothers, brothers, sis- : 
ters, hnsbands, wives, children and a host of others ' 
whom we love, will perenade and flatter us to for- 
8ke the trath that we may enjoy their smiles. To 

| these persuasions let us constantly reply, SELL 
IT NOT, SELL IT NOT. 8, B. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


to do many thin 
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[For the Universalist.] 


THE IMAGE OF GOD. 
In the book of Genesis we are told that God 
formed man' after his own image. © The question 


umnediately 8vg itself, in 'what' 8ense can 

al, sinful man'be 8nid to bear the image of the | 
Almighty? We feel that there can be no sim- 
larity between that spirit which pervades all 
things and that 'exte and material form and 
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proportion. in which man has been moulded.— 
We feel that the infinite Jehovah has nothing in 
common with. the decaying dust that forms our 
bodies and which perishes and is reunited to the 
earth; and that we can claim no more resein- 
blance to God from our peculiar shape and stature 
than can the lion of the forest, the lily of the val- 
ley, the oak, the ocean or the mountain. 

There must, then, be something besides the 
form and comeliness of clay, 8ome noble, godlike 
attribute which distinguihes man from all other 
created beings; upon which has been fixed a hea- 
venly seal, and by which he stands forth the Lord 
of all living things, and impressed with the image 
of God. ' As it cannot that fleshly nature 
which is of the earth, it must be something noble, 
heavenly, and constituting the essence of his ex- 
istence. 

What then is God? A spirit:—his nature, 
love :—his life-time, Eternity. Admitting this to 
be a true representation of the Deity, we can 
readily perceive wherein consists man's likeness 
to his Maker, and what must be his nature. As 
his image, he must be possessed of a thinking 
goul, of a pure spirit of love, and of a claim to im- 
mortal existence. Let us briefly-examine the na- 
ture of man and endeavor if possible to trace the 


|resemblance. Man is the image of God ; 


First, as possessing & $pirit or sentient princt- 
ple. "The breath of life was breathed into him 
in common with other animals, but to him alone 
was given the power of connected thought, of 
reasoning : the godlike attribute of invention, by 
which he has created the worlds of literature, s8c- 
ence and art, and has bidden the light of genius 
to shine upon them: the power of comparison and 
the capacity of apprehending the existence, of 
observing the works and of adoring the goodness 
of his Almighty Author. However” feeble the 
rays of science may s8eem in comparison 'Wwith the 
brightness of that mind which is all light, however 
cireumscribed the scope of the truths of philoso- 
phy and religion in the view of him who is all 
truth, still man, bounded as he 18 by earthly Himits, 
has done much he has proved his drvme 4deecent, 
he has changed chaos to order and beauty, and 
poured a light on the great laws of philosophy, 
and religion, and initated-as far as was in his pow- 
er his heavenly Father. If he has not 8et bounds 
to the deep, he has at least plunged into the great 
Sea of truth and brought out of it the pearls of 
knowledge, he has wandered along its broad 
Shores and picked up here and there pebbles'and 
gems of inestimable value to his kind. He has 
even dared to look with an inquiring and steady 
gaze upon the *shining company of stars' and to 
calculate unerringly the laws that govern the 
vast machinery of the universe, and to speculate 
upon the nature and will of him by whose word 
they were formed and oy whose power they are 
directed in their way. Thought, i igation, in- 
vention are indeed godlike attributes, and of them- 
gelves s8tamp man with the of his Creator. 

The next eharacteristic of 'the nature of God, 
and one which is drawn from scripture, is love. 
If man has any claim to a resemblanee to his 
Maker, he must be ed of 'this heavenly at- 
tribute. But does he bear this holy principle in 
his breast? Is he in this respect the of 
God? Methinks my reader casts an unwillin 


eye upon the history of our race, and as page' af- 
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ter page.is turned, tained with blood, .and Gleſ. 
with the annals of wars and contentions, or as he 
looks into the recorded hatred and envy and mal- 
ice of his own experience, answers with a 8igh in 
the negative. But it should be remembered that 
we have not to do with the evil results of false 
doctrines and of misguided and defective systems 
of education, but with the sunple elements of hu- 
man nature. 

If blood has been poured out like water, look 
for the cause in angry and hateful doctrines; ut 
wars have raged, seck for the seeds of bitterness 
in the inculcation of stern, unforgiving principles; 
if envy and malice have embittered the peace of 
men,know that it was only through the want of pure 
precepts of love, which would have stilled the 
tempest of war, bloodshed and hate and caused 
the current of human feeling to flow calmly and 
peacefully in- the channels: of love. 

We can draw no correct inference then, from 
the actions-of those whose natures have been 
modified or perverted by improper methods of 
education. 'The young may afford us a satisfac- 
tory test. Who that looks upon the tender intant, 
clinging with an innocent smile to the mother of 
its love ; who that witnesses the anxious fondness 
with which the chila welcomes the return of its 
long absent parent, who that knows the confiding 
smplicity with which children regard their kind, 
18 not convinced that their nature 1s full of love, 
that with them-the milk of human kindness 1s pure 
and abundant? Now what constitutes the differ- 
ence between the child whose heart is overflow- 
ing with tenderness, and the man whose 80ul 1s 
full of gall and bitterness towards. his fellow men. 
The one, 1s the prompting of that simple, natural 
sentiment of love which God has written on the 
heart, the other, nature led astray by temptations 
and changed and perverted by real or fancied in- 
juries or unkindness. 

Hatred in its evil forms is a fault of corrupt 
men and bad laws, not of our nature ; and there 
is necd only of a strict obedience to the. gospel of 
Christ and its laws of love, to preserve in the 
hearts of the youth, the middle aged and the old, 
the deep impress of that God who is love. 

If our reasoning on this point be correct, we | 
have good cauze tv deny two very ancient and or- 
thodox doctrines. In forming man after his own 
image, it is very difficult to conceive how or why 
God should haye implanted in the human breast a 
* natural' enmity? to himself; indeed, 8uch an idea 
involves. an evident absurdity, that of supposing 
that man bears the likeness- of God and yet natu- 
rally: possesses & quality which makes no part of 
the Divine nature. 'The idex of total depravity in- 
volves an equal contradiction. Holding our po- 
8ition true, and reasoning a posteriori, we must | 
conclude that God himself is infinitely depraved, 


as the Almighty original whence the s1nful nature | 


of man was drawn. But, hatred to God, if it can 
exist in the human soul, can be excited only by 
such malevolent, partial doctrines as those upon 
which we-have commented, and those in truth are | 
the chief 8ources of enmity and distrust. 

But the most important and ennobling point of 
man's: resemblance to God, is in his 0agncily for 
immortal existence, It may be deemed fanciful, 
but, it 8eems'to-me that the yery form of man is a 
type of his destination; While the beats of the 


THE' UNIVERSALIST. 


his face upward; the one looks to earth for all its 
comforts and enjoyments and returns-finally t.+ its 
kindred clay, the other looks away from this world 
to a purer and better, and though destined to leave 
lus body in-the dust whence it came, awaits a s8ca- 
30n when. his 8pirit shall soar from the pleasures 
of tune-to enjoy the pleagures of. eternity. [ 
might speak of those nuble -aspirations of which 
all men are at times conscious, of those whisper- 
ings of a better 8pirit that. 80metimes speak out 
even to the one buried in trespasses and 8ins ; bunt 
this is mere 8peculation, 

Neither the unaided power of reason can as- 
Sure us of immortality, nor do known facts or ex- 
perience afford us grounds for the assertion that 
it, 1s ours. A reference to the Divine word and 
the will of the Creator there expreased establish- 
es conclusively the fact of our strict likeness to 
God in. this respect. We there learn that if our 
*earthly tabernacles were diss0lved we have a 
building of God; a house not made with hands, 
cternal in the heavens ; that © this mortal must put 
on immortality.” Furthermore, the advent of our 
Savior was not. for the purpose of giving life and 
immortality, but of bringing it to light. 'The gift 
must have been. antecedent to- his coming and 
could have been conferred only at the creation of 
him who was to be its posses80r. - God did not 
make man and afterwards determine to bestow on 
him an immortal inheritance, but with a view to 
his endless existence stamped his soul with his 
own image and endued hiw with the capacity of 
everlasting life, 

Finally, the Creator in forming man, made not 
his equal, but his image. Accordingly, whatever 
the nature and the PEPIN of the soul may be, 
it is plain they are and will be, even after the res- 
urrection, inferior to the- spirit of God himself, 
otherwise, when this mortal puts. on immortality, 
the whole assembly of spirits would. be-only 80 
many omniscient, and infinite Gods. . It would 
Seem that in one respect, the rank of -men will be 
changed, if in no more; and that those who were 
created *a little lower than the angels,” will after 
the resurrection become. their equals.: It may 
then be given us to know and understand the be- 
fore dark ard hidden purposes of God, but yet 
there must and will be a vast difference between 
the raised spirit and that One who alone is infinite, 
unchangeable, eternal. 8. F. $., 
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CHRISTIANITY. 

Extract from an lished Sermon, on the Parable 
of the * Good Samaritan.—LUXE 10: 20, 35. 
WE may now. proceed to improve this parable by 
considering the principle which the divine Instruc- 
ter was endenyoring to inculcate, After having 
made the lawyer answer his own question, he re-. 
jained—* Go thou and: do likewise.”.. 'T his injunc- 
tion is as applicable, my friends, toall men, and in 
all ages, as it was to the lawyer. It is the Jones 
8pirit of the christian religion exhibited in the 
good Samaritan's conduct, which we and all men 
professing faith in Christ are bound to cherish and 

A. certain man. was going from: Jerusalem to 
'Tericho, & most_ dangerous road, .and fell among 
thieves. He was 8tripped of his raiment, wounde 
and left, weltering- in his gore. So mankind ar? 
travelling a road beset with evils of various kinds. 


field are bent-to the-carth, his walk is erect and 


They have | aJl- gone out of the .way,—they. have 
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{allen from innocence, and have found themselves 
bruisged and wounded—yes, halt-dead.. The bo- 
dy is alive, but the affections are disordered, and 
the mind is bound im slavery's galling chains. 

A religion presents itselt to them ; but consid- 
ering that they are * reprobates,” or at least that 
they are not *elected,” it 18 pitiless, cold and-unfeel- 
ing. It pas8es by-*on the other side,' and leaves 
tham to wretchedness and despair. If its voice 
be heard, it is only to pronounce a-tale of wo, and 
cause them to curse the day of their birth. 

Another religion appears. Its features are diff- 
erent, though more deceptive, but its disposition is 
equally cruel, if not more 80. It offers them re- 
lief if they will first help themselves. It makes a 
great parade about benevolence, and its willing- 
ness to satisfy their wants ; but after all, it passes 
by on the: other-81de. The patient is too. 8ick. 
Unskilful physicians find. many diseases beyond 
their art to cure. Many-.complaints there are, 
which baffle all inferior 8skill, and the patient is 
given up as incurable... Such is the success of all 
man-made religions. Like the Priest and Levite, 
they will leave the unfortunate to groan unheard, 
and to die unpitied and unlamented. , 

But not 80/ with the religion of Jesus, . A cer- 
tain Samaritan we are told, as he journeyed, came 
where the wounded man was. How familiar and 
friendly, He did not call from a distance, saying, 
i Arise, come here and I will help you 7 but in the 
ardency of his philanthropic spirit, he approached 
the 8ufferer—he had compassion on him. | 

This is the 8pirit of christianity. Like its glo- 
rious author, 1t *has compassion ' on them that are 
out of the way.” It comes directly to the wants 
of the human family, It comes. where we are— 
the harbinger of everlasting mercy. Mighty in 
power, it acknowledges no defeat. However 
deep-rooted and- of long standing the malady, it 
stops not to calculate upon a failure of its ener- 
ries. Its 8uccess 18-certain, its triumph complete, 
ts flag will wave forever, an *ensign of victory 
ver fallen foes.” . 

The Samaritan was / not content with binding 
up the wounds of the afflicted, —be carried him to 
an inn, took care of him and paid for his keeping. 
The next day, when he must needs depart, he 
pledged himself to defray further expenses if any 
there were, Thus. it is with the heavenly religion 
of Jezus. You can name no moral malaudy that 
it will not  overcome,—it raises the bruised and 
half-dead 8inner from his filthy condition,—it 
parts relief from all pain, a restoration to hap- 
piness complete.  'There is no. crime too hemous 
to be blotted out, —no 8tain too. deep to be washed 
away by the blood of the Lamb. 'The Holy One 
of I8rael cannot, be. limited—his grace in Christ 
is boundless and efficient... oof 
| But what makes the Samaritan doubly amiable 
n his conduct, is,. the purity of .the motives by 
Which he must have been actuated. There is no 
eye but Heaven's, to witness his benevolence,— 
no tongue, but that-of his conscience, to proclaim 
in honor the compassion / of his  80ul. 
If a footstep: be:heard, it. is but the approach of 
robbery and death. If the sound of. a voice. falls 
upon his, ear, it is; but the precursor of a bandit's 
*Ppearance, He heeds .no danger, he seeks, no 
applause...., The. object, _ before him .absorbs, his 
whole attention, ſhove -by. burth @& Jew, and by 
education, hig.untiring foe, + -. 
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Here is-christianity. Her balm is administered 
to the most needy, her blessings are for the unfor- 
tunate”; she heals their wounds,—the account is 
settled. | The good Samaritan did+-not inquire 
whether the sufterer were *elect? or © reprobate,? 
Jew or christian, orthodox or heterodox. He 
knew him to be his enemy, but it did not turn 
aside the 8tream of benevolence. He knew- he 
was a man, yea his brother; for they had both 
one FATHER. It was the very essence of love un- 
feigned and universal, that bade him relieve the 
distresses of his foe, and it is the 8ame which bids 
us all, *go-and do likewise,” Then while we heed 
the injunction, let us rejoice in believing, that as 
Jesus oor Master was a Samaritan on earth, he 
will be a Samaritan forever. 7. B. 


[For the Universalist.} 


A GLANCE AT THE PAST.— No. HI. 


As I remarked in the conclusion of. my s8econd 
No. some little time after I had engaged in the 
ministry, it occurred to me that I might have been 
myself the cause of those odious marks which, had 
caused me 8uch a world of trouble. in earlier life. 
On a re-examination of the case, I found that. 
this was indeed the fact. I had virtually formed 
them with my own hand. My good preceptor, 
I perceived, did not draw thcse lines to reproach 
me. for my sentiuments ; but to reprove me for in- 
troducing them at. improper tines, and attempting 
to defend them by unlawful methods. I 8aw.m 
error. I was conscious . of having been_ my 
the proper author of those hated marks which had 
annoyed $0 much in my youthful days. I felt the 
reproofs of my faithful preceptor and resolved to 
turn them to a profitable amount. % 

It occurred. to me that life itself is but a-piece 


of composition, every line of which is inspected 


by the master of christianss He carefully marks 
every deviation from truth and duty. Those indis- 
cretions which are the unavoidable results of an 
imperfect, nature. are touched with a gentle and 
lenient hand. But not 80 with respect to known 
improprieties, to designed and habitual follies and 
vices. Under each of these he. draws a broad, 
black mark:  'Things are 80-constituted and ar- 
ranged that all intentional misdemeanors and 8ins 
are gure to blot and disfigure the pages of human 
existence. Experience and observation abun- 
dantly verify the truth of this position, Where is 
the. habitual transgressor whose crimes have not 
blackened his character and rendered it odious 
even in his own sight ? 


How important  1t 1s 


then, that we all strive to 
imitate closely the copy set us in the life of our 


But, alas! how , poorly have 
eyen christians themselves done this ?- How ma- 
ny black marks stand against their names ? ' Look 
at the church of Rome. How thickly and deeply 
blotted are the pages of its history 2 There is, 
scarcely a line in the whole of it under which the 

n. of truth. has not placed a black memorial, 
Latte probably did the pope and his abettors un- 
agine, when they kindled the flames of persecu- 
tion. and death. against. heretics, that they were 
blackening their own, characters in_the eye of 
theiz Maker and of all posterity, This however, 
was the fact. es fire they kindled; every 
cruelty they. exercised; every torture they inflict- 
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ed, left upon their memory a broad markof infamy, 
black as their own hearts. 

Cast an eye at the church of England in the 
days of the puritans, and how do the lives of its 
clergy and leading members appear? Are they 
distinguished by moral purity and excellence, by 
christian moderation and mercy ? No, far other- 
wise. They are filled with black marks, every- 
where blotted and disfigured by perfidy, injustice 
and cruelty. 

But follow those abused puritans across the 
waters to their retreat in the New world,'and you 
will find them very shortly reacting the very scenes 
from which they had fled in disgust. - Alas! how 
little did these deluded zealots think, in the heat 
of their persecuting fury, that they were in fact 
dishonoring themselves; that every cord with 
which they hung a Quaker would iumpress a dark 
line upon their memory ; that every edict by which 
they banished a neighbor; every key they turned 
upon a dissenter ; and every stripe they laid upon 
the back of a Baptist would leave a deep stain 
upon their own names ; one, which would endure 
throngh ages, even while recollection should live 
and Instory speak ? 

How many of those black marks are drawn by 
the conduct of the different, religious sects, in 
their treatment of each other? How differently 
would they demean themselves did they duly con- 
81der that every unkind feeling oy indulge, every 
slanderons imputation they circulate, and eve 
species of persecution they practice, will infallib] 
draw a black mark upon their history, one whi 
will be geen and reprobated by all future genera- 
tions ? 

How busily have the leaders of religious sects 
employed themselves in the manufacture of those 
loathsome mementos of human weakness and fol- 
ly? When Calvin was providing the materials 

or the funeral pile of Servetus, did he know 
what he was about? Did he even dream that he 
was heaping together black marks for his own 
character, marks, 80 deeply shaded, as to last till 
the sun and the moon shall be blotted out ? 

What can equal in blackness the marks upon 
the memories of those who were actors in the 
tragedy of the Salem Witchcraft? They were 
as zealous in defenCing their faith, as I was in the 
cases referred to : but O, the horrible marks which 
blacken their names upon the page of history. 
Let fanatics take warning and be afraid. 

And what shall we say of those who are leaders 
in the feverish and nnnatural excitements of the 
present day, called revivals of religion? Are 
they not multiplying black marks which will here- 
after rise up against them to their shame and con- 
fusion ? | 

But I must remark in concluding this article, 
that the incident to which I have alluded may af- 
ford a moral lesson to all claszes of society. 
When I see a young man 'step at once from the 
plough or the work-shop into the pulpit, and 
shortly from the pulpit into the chair of an author, 
poor fellow, say I, he knows not what he is about; 
he is making black marks that will haunt him like 
gpectres in more advanced life. | 

When I see another, who with ordinary talents 
has 8ucceeded tolerably well, for a time, suddenly 
geized with an excessive thirst for popularity and 

struggling to force himself forward, | 
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alas! mistaken brother, 8ay I, you are maki 
work for repentance ; 'your headlong course ar: 
leave. against your name a frighttul number f 
black marks. 

When I hear of a society which 1s engaged in 
a furious quarrel with its minister for some trifling 
incident; it is following the fashion of the world, 
8ay |, it is making black marks upon its own repy. 
tation. 

When T hear of the head of a family who is 
rarely at the place of public worship, and fre. 
quently at places of amusement; look out ny 
friend, for black marks, I exclaim ; they will be 
upon you before you are aware of it. 

When I sce a man who was once the pride and 
ornament”; of 8ociety, but who has drowned his 
genses and his usefulness in his bowl,—when I xe 
such a man, reeling through the streets, bruised 
and bleeding; miserable man, I again exclain, 
will you not desist from your worse than brutal 
habits? Have you not already made black marks 
enough upon your wounded and expiring reputa- 
tion? Have you not darkened sufficiently the 
prospects of your wife and children and friends? 
But I must stop. Kind readers, whether old or 
young, will you not be admonished by the forego- 
ing 8uggestions? Will you not remember that 
every departure from the requisitions of religion 
and virtue will stain your character, will leave a 
black mark upon your memory, will destroy your 
repose and embitter your retrospections 2 Will 
you not forsake the foolish and liveJlike christians? 
Wilt you not heed the voice of wisdom? Knoy 
you not that her ways are those of pleasantnes 
and 'all her paths peace ? that every act which 
she dictates will form a mark upon your name and 
memory, vright as though drawn by & pencil dipt 
in 8un-light * Does 8he not solemnly adjure you 
to beware above all things of defacing the pages 
of life with black marks ? S. 8, 
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THE GLEANER., 


PHILOSOPHERS AND: DIVINES. 


Those among men, who are devoted to bigh in” 
tellectual efforts, may be divided into two classes, 
the students' of nature, and the etudents of gract, | 
philosophers and divines.. | 

*One sire begat them, and one mother bore! 
And sorry I am, when I see any fraternal strife 
among them. Could they but agree, they woull 
s0on kick out of the world the bastard breed of 
sceptics, infidels, and atheists. | 

After all, the divines are of the nobler faunily. 
But the philosophers have, as yet, played the mat 
in a or 8tyle. Their 8cale goes down to the 

with a most ponderous gravity ; while out 
scale kicks the beam, as if there was nothing 1! 
it. _— can be the reason _— oo _ 
ries, less or more, philosophy making | 
Such prodigious advances, and divinity standing 
8tock 8till ? O49 
_ Look, ye, divines, at your twin brothers ! There 
is one, with his crucible in one hand, and his ther- | 
mometor in the other—coyered all "over it 
sweat and cinders—a true 80n of Vulcan, putting 
nature to the torture, to compel her to reveal s0m? 
of her secrets. Look up! there is one of thei 
scrambling 'to the very top of the Andes! Nov 
FT would not be long vide of him for al beneat! 


— 


AS 


his equals and perhaps his #uperiors; 
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ing to'-get a tenement among the 8tars? No! 
he is a plulosopher, and bye and bye he will come 
down, (if he should not break his neck) and will 
bring in his pocket some lichens and mosses, and 
ebbles: and when he gets his brothers about 
bm, you will wonder to hear what conclusivns 
they will draw, conclusions which excite the sneer 
of ridicule only in countenances where the lam- 
hent smile of wisdom never played. Look there ! 


just at your feet, there is one of them going per- 


pendicularly down to the shades, through the ohaft 
of a horrible mine-hole : before tiſteen minutes he 
will be fiſty fathoms 'into the very bowels of the 
earth, among -pitfalls, and choak damps ; and the 
earth every moment threatening to cave in upon 
his head. 

Well, are. all these men fools? No. They 
are students of nature ; and they mind their 
books. What is the result2 Behold what the 
God of nature has given them as the reward of 
their devotion and industry. 'Tell any one of 
these blades that you have got a new theory : and 
he laughs in your face ; and asks you where are 
your facts ? - From that family theories have long 
been banished. 

But how is it in the other family—among theo- 
logians? What have you been doing all this 
time? What have you discovered for a few cen- 
turies? Just nothing. Did you mind your books, 
the books of the 8acred volume—these are your 
books—did you mind them? If you had, 1 am 
sure the God of grace is not 80 niggardly of his 
favors, as to refuge you 8ome game for your hunt- 
ing. The Bible, the Bible, cried Chillingworth is 
the religion of Protestants.—And any one who 
pleases, may cry, the Bible, the Bible, 1s the world 
of the theologians. Don't be mistaken. 'The Bi- 
ble is not explored, There 1s many a ferra aus- 
tralis incognita in that moderate volume. And 
until theologians place themselves for life on the 
holy page, we 8hall have no discoveries! Per- 
haps 80me may have worn epaulets: for 8even 
jou and never measured, with the line in his 

and, a 8ingle encampment ; perhaps a man ma 
have been 8even years a minister of the gospel, 
and neyer have analysed a single book of the 8a- 
cred volume, nor expounded it to his flock. How 
can there be divines in this way of working. 
The philogophers are playing the men. Noth- 
Ing in the heavens above, or in earth below, can 
escape them. Not a 8tar can show its head, but 
they will know 8omething about it. Not a sub- 
Stance in nature but they will find some use for it. 
All this is as it ought to be. But how goes the 
day among the divines? What are they doing ? 
What 8ingle thing has been done by them now, 
for centuries, to purify the church's faith, and 
things, to the purity of the sa- 
cred model. Are not all the systems of false phil- 
0Sophy that ever corrupted the church of God, in 
full vigor, corrupting it 8till ? Are there not as 
many parties in the Christian church, as ever there 
vere, with their jarring doctrines and mutual con- 
tradictions ? * And what are the divines doing ? 
ey are very gravely looking on, and leaving it 
to one metaphysician, to destroy the theory of 
another metaphysician. | That much is easily 
done ; he tears one 8ystem down, and builds up 
another; and thus leaves the world as well off as 


he found it. The metaphysicians will never be 


able to do this work, they will never, to all eter- 
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nity, produce & good moral theory. God reserves 
that workpfor his own so0ns of the holy anointing 
oil ; and they will come forth with the holy sword 
of the spirit, and jugulate these human 8ophis- 
tries; and preach the gospel just as they figg it in 
their Bible. And then the world will y & 
good 8ystem, as fine a theory as ever infinite wis- 
dom devised. 

* O mihi tam longe maneat pars ultima vitae 

Spiritus et quantuw sat crit tua dicere facta.” 

But the s8igh is in vain! A new generation 
must arise in the Christian church—the race of 
commentators. 'The world is just ready for them. 
The pioneers have cleared the way. They have 
rummaged every monk's vell; they have dusted 
every little tatter of a manuseript which contained 
80 much as one jot, or one tittle of the sacred vol- 
ume. 'They have put them into the hands of the 
Bible critics, who have weighed each one of these 
jots and titles, with as much scrupulosity as if 
their everlasting- all were at stake. They have 
given us the 8acred volume, as complete and as 
pure, as we expect ever to get it. But now we 
want a race of men to search the ecriptures, and 
tell us exactly what they contain. Whenever 
the church beholds her sons studying the sacred 
books, with the same ardor, assiduity, and perse- 
verance, which the philosophers are now display- 
ing on the book of nature, he will find berself 
already reformed; her wrinkles all gone ; and her- 
elf restored to the virgin beauty of her youth. 

The christian church does need a race of phi- 
losophical ministers. But they must be philoso- 
phers of the right kind—not system-makers, but 
| poet mg true 1conoclasts evegfyman of 

em.—Dr. James Gray. 


[From Buck's Theological Dictionary.) 


JESUITS, OR THE SOCIETY OF JESUS. 

Their Downfall in Europe.—Such were the 
laws, the policy, and the genius of this formida- 
ble order; of which, however, a perfect knowl- 
edge has only been attainable of late. Europe 
had observed, for two centuries, the ambition and 
power of the order : but while it felt many fatal 
effects of these, it could not fully discern the 
causes to which they were to be imputed. It was 
unacquainted with many of the singular regula- 
tions in the political constitution or government 
of the Jeguits, which formed the enterprising 
Spirit of intrigue that distinguished its members, 
and elevated the body itself to 8uch a height of 
wer. It was a fundamental maxim with the 
esvits, from their first institution, not to publish 
the rules of their order ; these they kept con- 
cealed as an 1m le mystery. They never 
communicated them to strangers, nor even to the 
greater part of their own members ; they refused 
to produce them when required by courts of jus- 
tice: and by a strange 80lecism in policy, the 
civil power in different countries authorized, or 
connived at the establishment of an order of men, 
whose constitution and laws were concealed with 
a 8olicitude which alone was a good reason for 
having excluded them. During the utions 
which have been carried on agai m in Por- 
tugal and France, the Jesuits have been 80 incon- 
siderate as to produce the mysterious volomes of 
their institute. - By the aid of these authentic re- 
cords, the principles of their government may be 
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delineated and the s8ources of their power inves- 
tigated/with a degree of certainty ani Cci8i0N 
which, previous to that event, it was imnpossible to 
& pernicious effects of the spirit and” consti- 

'this order, rendered it early obnoxious 


tuti 
to 8ome of the principle powers m 
gradually brought on its downfall. ” There is a 
remarkable  passage in a 8ermon -preached at 
Dublin, by Archbishop Brown, 80 long ago as the 
year 1551, and which 1nay be considered almost as 
prophetic. It is as follows : * but there are a new 
fraternity of late sprung up, who call. themselves 
Jesuits, which will deceive many, much after the 
Scribes and Pharisees' manner. Atnongst the 
Jews they shall strive to abolish the truth, and 
shall cone very near to doit. For these 8orts 
will turn themselves into several forms; with the 
heathen, a heathenist ; with the atheists, an athe- 
ist; with the Jews, a Jew; with the reformers, a 
reformer; purposely to know your intentions, 
your. minds, your hearts, and your inclinations, 
and thereby bring you at last, to be like the fog] 
that said in his heart, there was no God. 'These 
shall be 8pread over the whole world, shall be ad- 
mitted into the councils of princes, and they never 
the wiser; charming of them, yea, niaking your 

rinces reveal their hearts, and the g8ecrets there- 
in, and yet they not: perceive it; which will hap- 
pen from falling from the law of God, by neglect 
of fulfilling the law of God, and by winking at 
their sins; yet, in.the end, God, to justify his aw, 
Shall 8nddenly cut 6ff this society, even by the 
hands of those. who have most succoured them, 
and made use of them; 80 that at the end they 
Shall become odious to all nations. 'They shall 
be worse than Jews, having no resting-place upon 
earth ; and then shall a Jew have more favor than 
a Jesuit.” This 8ingular passage seems to be ac- 
complished, The emperor Charles V: saw it ex- 
pedient to check their progress in his dominions : 
they were expelled in England by proclamation, 2 
"James 1. in 1604; Vemice in 1606; Portugal in 
1759; France in 1764; Spain and Sicily in 1767; 
and totally snppressed and abolished by Pope 
Clement XIV. m.1773. 


THE RESURRECTION, 


Death held his sceptre over the Son of God, till 
the third day began to dawn upon' the world; 


when on a sndden the earth trembled to its centre. | 


and the powers of heaven were shaken. But who 
is this that cometh forth trom the tomb—with dy- 
ed garments from the bed of death? - It is thy 
Prince, O Zion—Nations of the earth, it js your 
Lord. He hath - trodden” the "wine press' alone ; 
but now he arises a conquerer from the grave, and 
brings salvation to the 'sons of men. 'The Father 
of Mercies looked down from his throne in the 
heavens; with complacency he beheld his world 
restored—he 8aw- his work that it was good. 
Then did the desert rejoice; the face of nature 
was gladdened- before him, when the blessings of 
the Eternal descended as the dew of heaven re- 
freshing the nations.” | 


_- 'Prmz.—lt is for young men to gather knowl- 
edge, old men to use it, and assure yourself that 


gives a fairer account of his time, than 
makes 1t his daily duty to make himself 
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[From the Christian Messenger. 


PASSING "THOUGHTS. 
BY J. Us GILLER, 

The world bas many a sparkling scene, 
With the spirit of gladness rife; 

And bright and clear is their suuny glow 
In the cloudless morn of life ;— 

But years creep on with a stealthy pace; 
Yonth's vigor 800n is ; 

And * the thousand illz* still hovering near, 
Will stoop on their prey at last. 


* 


There are hopes bedeck*d in rainbow dyes, 
Come over the soul of youth: 

And the heart leaps up as it wildly hails 
'Their- sun-lit garb of ; | 

But hopes are yain and shadowy dreams, 
Gay fancies of the mind, | 


That fleet as an ocean pageant glide 
And leave nv trace ly | 


There are flowery wreaths, by nyc hands, 
Entwined round our youthful brow ; 

And while mirth and joy are 8oaring high, 
They shine with a gilded gluw:— 

But the fountain of mirth will cease to flow, 
When the heart breathes forth a 8igh; 

And the flowers which bloom iu soUmmer's sun, 
In autumn will wither and die. 


There are friends whose smiles are soſt and bland, 
When the sky of life is clear, 

Who would kindly soothe the grieſ-worn heart, 
And wipe the falling tear:— 

But clouds come over the fairest sky, 
And storms will madly rave; 

And the only changeless friend we find, 
Is the cold and dreawless grave. 


But we read of a home in yon blue sphere, 
When the turmoils of life are v'er, 

Where the chilling blasts that. asail us here 
Shalt darken the soul no more: 

They say *tis a clime of untold joys, 
In fadeless splendor drest, 

Where the stricken heart «hall end its woes, 
And the weary be at rest. 


Then mourn not, ye whose time-worn barks 
On the world's cold ware are, cast ; 
Tho? the winds are out, and the storm beats hard, 
Yowll reach the haven at last. 
O *tis balm to the lone and desolate one, 
By dark affliction riven; 
To know when the ocean of life is passed, 
He will find a home in heaven. 


————_—_—_——__——__—————— 
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